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Executive Summary 

This document presents a comprehensive licensing framework for the MetroPulse® 
ecosystem of trademarked brands and technology platforms. Developed over 45 years of 
community media and banking integration expertise, these assets represent significant value 
for potential buyers, strategic partners, and industry licensees. Metropulse.net serves as 
the financial conduit for banking and financial news and trends, anchoring the ecosystem's 
value proposition for financial services partners. 

The framework addresses licensing opportunities across four key industry verticals: Banking 
& Financial Services, Broadcast Media, Social Media Platforms, and Venture Capital. Each 
vertical includes customized royalty structures, industry-specific nuances, regulatory 
considerations, and detailed financial projections. 

Licensable Trademark Portfolio 

The following registered and common law trademarks comprise the licensable asset 
portfolio: 

• MetroPulse® — Core brand, registered trademark 
• MetroPulseToday™ — Data analytics warehouse for assimilation of local data 
• ActiveMemories™ — Community engagement platform 
• BoxOfficeTicketAwards™ — Entertainment/events platform 
• TicketPulse™ — Ticketing and event management platform 
• MetroTax™ — Financial services platform 
• Metro Pulse Community Banking™ — Banking integration framework 
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Section 1: Banking & Financial Services 

Royalty Structure 

License Tier Asset Size Royalty Rate Annual Min 
Community Bank Under $1B 3% $50,000 
Regional Bank $1B - $10B 4% $150,000 
Enterprise Over $10B 5% $350,000 

Industry-Specific Nuances 

• Regulatory Overlay: Royalty calculations exclude compliance-mandated revenue to 
avoid conflicts with OCC, FDIC, and NCUA regulations. 

• Net Revenue Definition: Non-interest income from platform-derived activities only 
(excludes NIM and loan revenue). 

• Exclusivity Premium: +25% royalty rate for exclusive MSA-based market rights. 
• Audit Rights: Quarterly royalty reporting with annual third-party audit requirement. 
• Sublicense Sharing: 60/40 split on any approved sub-licensing arrangements. 
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Section 2: Broadcast Media 

Royalty Structure 

License Tier Coverage Royalty Rate Annual Min 
Single Station 1 Market 4% $75,000 
Station Group 5-25 Stations 5.5% $250,000 
Network 25+ Stations 7% $500,000 

Industry-Specific Nuances 

• FCC Considerations: License agreements structured to comply with FCC ownership 
rules and disclosure requirements. 

• Ad Revenue Attribution: Royalties calculated on hyperlocal advertising revenue 
directly attributable to platform. 

• Retransmission Carve-out: Retransmission consent fees excluded from royalty 
base. 

• Digital Extension Rights: OTT/streaming distribution requires separate addendum 
(+1.5% premium). 

• Political Ad Treatment: Political advertising revenue during election cycles subject 
to reduced 2% rate. 

  



MetroPulse® Licensing Framework | CONFIDENTIAL 

© 2025 Metro Pulse Inc. | Page 5 of 8 

Section 3: Social Media Platforms 

Royalty Structure 

License Tier Type Royalty Rate Annual Min 
White-Label Full Rebrand 5% $100,000 
Integration Module Add-on 7.5% $200,000 
Full Acquisition Complete Platform 10% $500,000 

Industry-Specific Nuances 

• Data Ownership: Licensee retains user data ownership; MetroPulse receives 
anonymized analytics. 

• Prediction Market Carve-out: Revenue from prediction/betting features subject to 
separate 12% royalty. 

• International Rights: Non-US deployment requires country-specific licensing (+3% 
premium per market). 

• Anti-Dilution Protection: Equity kickers vest over 4 years with 1-year cliff. 
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Section 4: Venture Capital & Private Equity 

Royalty Structure 

License Tier Scope Royalty Rate Annual Min 
Portfolio Company Single Company 0.5% Exit $25,000 
Fund-Level All Portfolio Cos 1% Carry $100,000 
Strategic Partner Co-Investment 2% Carry $250,000 

Industry-Specific Nuances 

• Carried Interest Calculation: Royalty calculated on realized carry only (not 
unrealized gains or management fees). 

• Hurdle Rate Protection: No royalty due until fund achieves 8% preferred return. 
• Clawback Provisions: Royalty subject to clawback if fund performance triggers GP 

clawback. 
• LP Disclosure: Licensing arrangement must be disclosed in fund PPM and annual 

reports. 
• Co-Investment Rights: Strategic partners receive pro-rata co-investment rights at 

GP terms. 
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Section 5: Legal Framework & Considerations 

Essential License Provisions 

1. Trademark Ownership & Quality Control 

Licensor retains all ownership rights in the MetroPulse® marks. Licensee agrees to adhere 
to quality standards, brand guidelines, and periodic audits. All goodwill generated accrues to 
Licensor. Licensee may not alter, modify, or create derivative marks without prior written 
consent. 

2. Exclusivity & Territory 

Geographic scope defined by MSA, state, region, or national boundaries. Exclusive licenses 
command 25-50% premium over standard rates. Include radius restrictions and non-
compete provisions. Digital/online territory addressed separately from physical territory. 

3. Term & Renewal 

Initial term of 3-5 years recommended. Automatic renewal with 90-day termination notice. 
Performance-based renewal thresholds. Optional step-up royalty rates upon renewal. 

4. Royalty Calculations & Reporting 

Clear definition of Net Revenue or Gross Revenue basis. Quarterly royalty reporting within 
30 days of quarter-end. Annual audit rights with 30-day cure period for discrepancies. Late 
payment interest at Prime + 3%. 

5. Termination Rights 

Material breach with 30-day cure period. Immediate termination for bankruptcy, change of 
control, or reputational harm. Wind-down provisions (90-180 days). Data portability 
requirements. 
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Contact Information 

Metro Pulse Inc. 

Michael E. Dehn, President/CEO 
2540 Ogden Ave 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 

P.O. Box 4832 
Naperville, Illinois 60567 

Phone: 312-520-0204 
Email: commander@metropulse.com 
Web: www.metropulse.com | www.metropulse.net 

This document is confidential and intended for authorized recipients only. 


